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In the Claims 

This listing of claimsj will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in flie 

j 

application: 

1 . (previously presented) A system for facilitating a change in distance between 

objects, said system including 

a head component conjngured to attach to one of said objects; 

a wire having a first ei^d and a second end, wherein said first end of said wire is 
configured to mate with said ifead component, said wire having a first interface along at least a 
portion of said wire, wherein [aid first interface includes a sawtooth configuration; and, 

a cap configured to mite with said second end of said wire, said cap having a second 
interface component includi4 averse sawtooth configuration on an inner surface of said cap 
such that said cap is configur^ to translate along said wii« with certain of said inverse sawteeth 

t 
I 

sliding over certain of said sajvrteeth. 

2. (original) The jsystem of claim 1, wherein said head component includes a tip, 
cutting threads and fastening threads. 



3. (original) The 



system of daim 1 , wherein said head component includes a tool 



attachment configured to maje with a tool head 



4. (previously pjesented) The system of claim 1, wherein said cap is configured to 
translate along said wire in o nly one direction. 

5. (previously presented) The system of claim 1 , wherdn said cap is configured with 
threads on an outside suifaccj of said cap to fecilitate rotating said cap into said object. 

6. (original) The system of claim 1, wherein said cap is configured with a 
substantially flat end to miniimize said cap from protruding from said object surface. 

7. (original) Th ; system of claim 1 , wherein said cep includes a center hole for 
receiving said wire and additional openings for fedUtating expansion of said cap. 

8. (original) Th^ system of claim 1 further including a tensioner for applying tension 

I 

to said wire. ! 
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9. (previously presented) The system of claim 8, wherein said tensioner hicludes a 
caimulated rod configured to r^^eive said wire, said tensioner fiirther includes gears having a 
thinJ interface component configured to mate with a said second interface component of said 
wire to ^ply tension to said v^fire. 

10. (original) The System of claim 8, wherein said tensioner includes a gauge to 
determine ^ eonount of tensipn. 

I 

I 

1 1 . (previously presented) A system for the fixation of a bone ftacture having a first 
surfece and a second surface, jsaid system including: 

a head component coi^giired to attach into said first surface of said bone; 

a flexible wire having a first end and a second end, wherein said first end of said flexible 
wire is configured to mate wi h said head component; and, 

a cap configured to m^e with said second end of said flexible wire by translating along 
said flexible wire over a surface which restricts reverse translational. movement. 

I 

12. (previously pijesented) The system of claim 1 1, wherein said flexible wire is 
configured to extend througb| said second surface of said bone arid said cap is configured to mate 
with said flexible wire againit said second surface of said bone to exert tension on said flexible 
wire, thereby compressing sjid first and second surfaces of said bone against each other. 

13. (previously presented) The system of claim 11, wherein a surgical plate is 
configured to mate with said second surface of said bone. 

14. (previously presented) A cap device having an outside surfece and an inside 
surface, said inside surface ijiduding an interface component and said outside surfece including 
cutting threads, wherwn sai(j cap device is configured lo receive a wijsc having a first end and a 
second end, wherein said firfet end of said wire is configured to mate with a head component, said 
wire having a first interface |along at least a portion of said wire, wherein said first interface 
includes a sawtooth configuration, wherein said head component is configured to attach to one of 
said objects, said cap dcvi<4 configured to mate with said second end of said wire, said cap 
having a second interface afmponent including an inverse sawtooth configuration on an inner 
surface of said c^ such thai said cap is configured to translate along said wire with certain of 
said inverse sawteeth sUding over certain of said sawteeth. 
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15. (origioal) The <{ap device of claim 14, wherem said cap includes a substantiatty 
flat top surface to mininuze cap firom protruding above the surface of said object after said 
cap is inserted into said objectl 

16. (original) The ^ystem of claim 14, wherein said cap includes a center hole for 
receiving a wire and addition^ openings for faciUtating expansion of said cap. 

i 

17. (previously presented) A method for fecilitadng a change in distance between a 
first and second surface, said : nethod including: 

providing a head comjKment mated with a flexible wire having a first interface 

component; | 

inserting said head cojnponent into said first ^urfece; 
extending said flexibl^ wire through said second surface; and, 

translating a cap having a second interface component over said first interface component 
of said flexible wire sudi thai said first inter&ce component restricts reverse translational 
movement 



18, (original) The 



mediod of claim 17, wherein said inserting step includes mating a 
drill over a driver head of saijd head component to facilitate drilling said head component into 
said bone. 



19. (original) Thej method of claim 17, wherein said head component includes cutting 
threads and mating threads sjich that said inserting step includes cutting new threads into said 
object using said cutting threads and mating said new threads with said mating threads. 

1 

20. (original) Th^ method of claim 1 7, wherein excess wire beyond said cap is 

1 

removed. ; 

s 

21 . (previously presented) The method of claim 17, finther including exerting 
pressure between said first md second surfaces by exerting tension on said flexible wire. 

22. (previously piresented) The system of claim 1 1 , wherein said cap is further 
configured with threads on in outside surface of said cap to fiaciUtate rotating said cap into said 
bone, wherein said cap is cojnfigored with a substantiaUy flat end to minimize said cap firom 
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protruding from said bone surice, a center hole for receiving said wire and additional openings 

for facilitating expansion of sajjd cap. 

i 

23. (previously presented) The system of daim 1 1, wherein said cap is further 
configured with threads on an loutside surface of said cap to feciUtate rotating said cap into said 
bone, wherein said cap is conf gured with a substantially flat end to minimize said cap from 
protruding from said bone surface, a center hole for receiving said wire, an additional opening, 
and a cut in a planar surface ojf said cap which extends to from said owter hole to said additional 
opening for facilitating expansion of said cap. 

i 

24. (previously presented) The system of claim 1 1 , wherein said cap is further 
configured with threads on aij outside surfece of said cap to facilitate rotating said cap into said 
bone, wherein said cap is configured with a substantially flat end to minimize said cap from 
protruding from said bone sufface. a center hole for receiving said wire, an additional opening 
and a cut in a planar surface (jf said cap whidi extends to from said additional opening to said 
outside surface of said cap fojr facilitating raipansion of said cap. 

25. (previously presented) The system of daim 1, whereiii said wire is a flexible wire. 

26. (previously pr^ented) The system of claim J , wherein said cap is configured 
with a spring to apply pressuj^ to said cap. 
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